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SOUTH COAST – PLEINMONT POINT 
This is the westernmost point of the island.  The Main Wall forms an imposing rampart against the 

Atlantic swell and provides a variety of longer and higher graded routes whilst the other crags in the 

area give shorter but nonetheless worthwhile routes.  Rock quality is generally good. 

 

APPRENTICE SLAB - - - - - <<PAGE NUMBER>> 

SUGAR SLAB - - - - - - <<PAGE NUMBER>> 

MAIN WALL - - - - - - - <<PAGE NUMBER>> 

THE SPHINX - - - - - - <<PAGE NUMBER>> 

SMALL WALL - - - - - - <<PAGE NUMBER>> 

ATLANTIC WALL - - - - - - <<PAGE NUMBER>> 

LES GRANDES COTILS - - - - - <<PAGE NUMBER>> 
 

GETTING THERE 

Heading south along the west coast road (La Route De La Lague) with the sea on your right, you will 

come to the Imperial Hotel (“the Imp”).  Just before the Imp, the coast road turns inland and begins to 

head uphill.  Follow the coast road inland and take the first turning on the right (round the back of the 

Imp).  Keep following this road round to the right and into La Rue Des Valniquets.  La Rue Des 

Valniquets finishes in a T junction.  Turn right at the T junction (La Rue De La Rocque a L’or).  Follow 

La Rue De La Rocque a L’or to a crossroad at the top of the hill.  Go straight across the crossroad 

into La Rue Du Chemin Le Roi and follow the road round a sharp right hand bend at which point 

Pleinmont Tower will be easily visible.  Park in the car park underneath Pleinmont Tower or if the 

chain is across the car park entrance along the side of the road taking care to leave enough room for 

other passing traffic. 

 

The final approaches and descents to each crag in the Pleinmont Point area are described at the 

beginning of the section for each crag. 
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PLEINMONT POINT – APPRENTICE SLAB 
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Final Approach/Descent; From the car park, walk down the field to join the cliff path.  Head east 

(left) along the cliff path until it starts heading back towards the road.  At this point, head south (right) 

off the cliff path and down the slope towards the narrow coupee.  Carefully cross the coupee onto the 

top of Main Wall.  On the southerly (right hand) side of the top of Main Wall, an easy slab heads down 

to the platform at the bottom.  Scramble down the slab and across the gully to Apprentice Slab.  Note, 

the tide is up in the below picture. 
 

Tidal Access; Apprentice Slab is difficult to reach until below half tide. 
 

 
 

Routes are described from left to right. 
 

White Star | D | 55 feet | A in the Topos 

Follow the arête at the left hand end of the cliff. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Greased Knobs | HS/VS | 60 feet | B in the Topos 

Climb up the black corner at the left hand end of the cliff and through the capping overhang. 

First Ascent; Mark Page and John Addy, 2001. (3) (4) 
 

Greased Knobs Variation | S | 60 feet | C in the Topos 

Climb as for Greased Knobs, but avoid the overhang. 

First Ascent; Mark Page and John Addy, 2001. (3) (4) 
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Meteor | D | 70 feet | D in the Topos 

To the right is a leftward trending groove. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Red Shift | D | 110 feet | E in the Topos 

Climb the red veined slab on the right, finishing direct up the bulge or traversing left across the slab. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Two gullies separate the Apprentice Slab stack from the mainland.  Three routes are from the far 

gully, and climb the left hand side of the wall on the landward side of the Apprentice Slab stack.  

Beneath the large pink patches is a short corner leading to a rightward trending crack.  30 feet to the 

right two cracks form a prominent “Y”. 
 

** | Mr Natural | E1 5b | 70 feet | F in the Topos 

Start at the foot of the crack.  Follow its left hand branch. 

First Ascent; P. Torode and A. Hill, 6
th
 May 1989. (6) 

 

Unknown Name | E1 5c | G in the Topos 

The right hand branch of the crack, climbed with one rest. 

First Ascent; P. Torode (1 point of aid), unknown date. (6) 
 

Unknown Name | VS 4c | 50 feet | H in the Topos 

30 feet to the right the pink bulge is split by a crack. 

First Ascent; P. Torode, 1989. (6) 
 

To the right, the wall has several short problems. 
 

Foxtrot | VD | 40 feet 

On the mainland wall of the landward gully is a large bulge.  Climb the corner at the right hand end of 

this. 

First Ascent; A. Hill (Solo), 18
th
 March 1989. (6) 

 

PLEINMONT POINT – APPRENTICE SLAB – TOPOS 
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PLEINMONT POINT – SUGAR SLAB 
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Final Approach/Descent; From the car park, walk down the field to join the cliff path.  Head east 

(left) along the cliff path until it starts heading back towards the road.  At this point, head south (right) 

off the cliff path and down the slope towards the narrow coupee.  Carefully cross the coupee onto the 

top of Main Wall.  On the southerly (right hand) side of the top of Main Wall, an easy slab heads down 

to the platform at the bottom.  Scramble down the slab and head back on yourself, Sugar Slab is on 

the right opposite Apprentice Slab.  Note, the tide is up in the below picture. 
 

Tidal Access; Depending on the sea state, Sugar Slab will remain relatively non tidal. 
 

 
 

Routes are described from right to left. 
 

Redundant | M | 30 feet | A in the Topo 

Follow the large open corner to the right of the main slab. 

First ascent; Dan Yabsley, June 2004. (4) 
 

You’re Fired | D | 30 feet | B in the Topo 

Climb a short wall up to the right side of the slab, finish direct. 

First ascent; Dave Richings, 2008. (4) 
 

The Grindstone | S | 30 feet | C in the Topo 

Start as for You’re Fired; when you reach the slab traverse left over the overhang.  Climb the left side 

of the wall. 

First ascent; Steve Giles, June 2004. (4) 
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GUERNSEY | SOUTH COAST | PLEINMONT POINT  <<PAGE NUMBER>> 

GUERNSEY | SOUTH COAST | PLEINMONT POINT 

PLEINMONT POINT – MAIN WALL 
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Final Approach/Descent; From the car park, walk down the field to join the cliff path.  Head east 

(left) along the cliff path until it starts heading back towards the road.  At this point, head south (right) 

off the cliff path and down the slope towards the narrow coupee.  Carefully cross the coupee onto the 

top of Main Wall.  On the southerly (right hand) side of the top of Main Wall, an easy slab heads down 

to the platform at the bottom.  Scramble down the slab to the platform then scramble round the 

seaward side of Main Wall beneath the slabby and broken wall to a pink notch with a crack running 

down into the sea (marked “DESCENT” in the Topos), White Shadow onwards are just to the right.  

Alternatively, upon reaching the top of Main Wall, continue along the top and abseil down to the ledge 

that surrounds the base of Main Wall.  Note, the tide is up in the below picture. 
 

A fine cliff with good rock providing top quality climbing on fine grained Perelle Gneiss.  Tidal 

Access; Routes on the east face of Main Wall can be climbed on most high tides, a low tide is 

needed to access the other routes. 
 

 
 

Saracen | HVD | 100 feet | a in the Topos 

At the back of the platform is a narrow chimney style crack topped by a short wall; 

1. 45 feet.  Follow the crack through the bulging wall to belay atop the short black wall. 

2. 55 feet.  Make an easy rightward ascending traverse (above a wide ledge) for 30 feet until 

directly below a large “V” notch in the skyline.  Climb direct through the notch to the top. 

First Ascent; S. Rogers and P. Colburn, 31
st
 May 1989. (6) 

 

The first obvious feature is a large roof (Iconoclast) right of the crack running down into the sea.  

Routes are described from left to right. 
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White Shadow | S | 90 feet | A in the Topos 

Climb the rib right of the easy crack, finishing left of the roof of Iconoclast. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Iconoclast | HVS 5a | 100 feet | B in the Topos 

Climb up parallel to White Shadow, then through a bulge to the roof.  Climb this at its widest point to a 

ledge.  Contrived, but good fun. 

First Ascent; Steve Taylor and Alan Hill, 29
th
 September 1984. (1) 

 

Puppet on a String | VS 4c | 95 feet | C in the Topos 

Start 15 feet to the right.  Follow a right ward trending crack to a ledge.  Climb left ward to the 

overhang of Iconoclast , avoid on the right. 

First Ascent; Steve Taylor and Alan Hill, 29
th
 September 1984. (1) 

 

Crime Wave | VS 4c | 90 feet | D in the Topos 

Start 30 feet to the right where a pink streaked prow protrudes.  Climb up to a niche below the prow.  

Gain and follow the crack on its left.  Something has fallen off above the niche. 

First Ascent, Alan Hill and Paul Torode, 14
th
 July 1985. (1) (3) (4) 

 

* | Malice Afterthought | HVS 5a | 105 feet | E in the Topos 

Start just to the right.  Climb a rib to the overhanging scoop at 50 feet.  Traverse left 12 feet above the 

orange streaks, then move up to finish. 

First Ascent; Steve Taylor and Alan Hill, 29
th
 September 1984. (1) 

 

* | Suspended Sentence | E2 5c | 100 feet | F in the Topos 

A strenuous and committing finish.  A fall from the crux will leave you hanging.  Climb the easy arête 

just to the right to the scoop.  Finish up the overhanging arête to the right, moving left at the top. 

First Ascent; Alan Hill and Paul Torode, 8
th
 March 1986. (1) 

 

The next routes are on the wall facing east into the bay; 
 

Sucks You In | E5 6a | 18 metres | G in the Topos 

The seaward arête of the main wall.  Well positioned above the broiling Atlantic; committing, and with 

a difficult to protect start.  Start at the extreme left end of the sloping platform.  Pull out rightwards 

from a sloping niche, and then layback a twisting hairline crack to emerge on the easier angled lower 

arête of Suspended Sentence.  Step right and climb direct, a metre right of the arête, to an exciting 

sloping mantel exit. 

First Ascent; Martin Crocker and Christian Harvey, 2
nd

 June 2001. (5) 
 

Flamingo Groove | E2 5b | 65 feet | H in the Topos 

Start right of the arête at the right hand end of the undercut base.  Follow the sharp leftward trending 

edge to a ramp.  Climb a groove 10 feet right of the skyline arête over quartz speckles.  Technically 

not too hard, long legs and neck are useful. 

First Ascent; Steve Aplin and Alan Hill, 21
st
 – 28

th
 August 1985. (1) 

 

** | Ziggurat | E3 5c | 70 feet | I in the Topos 

An excellent route on perfect rock.  The crux is well protected, though the rest is not.  Start just right of 

Flamingo Groove.  Climb a bulge over a pink streak to the ramp.  Gain the groove near the top of the 

thin quartz seam via a layback.  Follow a short crack to a good rest on the arête.  Move left 5 feet to a 

sloping ledge, the climb the bulge (crux). 

First Ascent; Alan Hill, 10
th
 September 1986. (1) 
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* | Neck’n Neck | E4 5c | 25 metres | J in the Topos 

This is the slabby arête separating the walls of Flamingo Groove and Dead Man’s Finger.  Serious.  

Make balancy moves up the arête (knob spike on the right) to better holds.  Continue up the right 

hand side of the arête with next to no gear to a sloping ledge under the final step; OK wires.  Finish 

steeply 2 metres right of the arête. 

First Ascent; Martin Crocker and Alex Franklyn, 2
nd

 November 1997. (5) 
 

Dead Man’s Finger | E2 5b | 110 feet | K in the Topos 

Gain the small slab below the face to the right.  Move right 15 feet then up to a ledge (peg runner).  

Move back left 12 feet, up a wall (crux, spike runner) then follow the corner.  Protection is not 

encouraging. 

First Ascent; Alan Hill and Paul Torode, 14
th
 July 1985. (1) 

 

** | Heavy Petting | E4 5c | 30 metres | L in the Topos 

Fine and absorbing, yet serious, climbing - at the top of the grade - up the centre of the slabby wall 

right of the Neck’n Neck arête.  Start as for Dead Man’s Finger.  Pull up right onto the hanging slab. 

Make an intimidating crank up a steep wall to a flake and slight crack (awkward wire placements).  

Continue direct at first and then rightwards to a better, vertical crack.  Follow the crack for 3 metres 

and bear leftwards onto steeper rock (good Rock 6).  Climb flaky holds above, finishing up a bold 

yellow headwall. 

First Ascent; Martin Crocker and Christian Harvey, 16
th
 April 2001. (5) 

 

* | Alex’s Concept | E4 6a | 30 metres | M in the Topos 

A very direct line left of centre of Los Houligans’ wall; start below the right end of the (invisible) 

hanging slab of Dead Man’s Finger (as for the original start of Los Houligans).  Climb up 2 metres left 

of a short crack to the right hand end of a sloping ledge at 9 metres.  Swing right onto a layback edge 

and extend “forever” past a peg (hero looped) to a flake.  Continue direct and up over a bulge and 

finish easily. 

First Ascent; Martin Crocker and Alex Franklyn, 2
nd

 November 1997. (5) 
 

Los Houligans | E5 6b | 100 feet | N in the Topos 

A sustained zig zag line up the wall.  A rock 2 or 3 was pre-placed on the diagonal leftward moves.  

Start as for Dead Man’s Finger.  Climb up and right ward to a peg runner in the centre of the wall.  

Further moves right gain a flat topped jug (friend 1.5).  Stand on the jug, then move diagonally 

leftward to gain a small ramp/niche.  Trend rightward over the final bulge to the top. 

First Ascent; B. Woodley and J. Richardson, 9
th
 September 1987. (2) 

 

*** | Les Houligans | E6 6b | 28 metres | O in the Topos 

A chart topping route on one of the finest pieces of rock on Guernsey.  Sustained in the extreme, 

forearm burning, and with spaced gear to add to your problems.  Start below the centre of the leaning 

grey face of the main wall.  Climb to the top of a too short lived flake crack.  From a good finger 

pocket, move right and up with great difficulty to a finger jug (Camp angle 1 in brown stain at 7 

metres: removed).  Reach up and swing right onto a square handhold.  Climb direct and then 

diagonally left; then move up to an overhang.  Swing right and pull over the bulge to a welcome 

finishing jug.  Easy climbing remains. 

First Ascent; B. Woodley and J. Richardson (who came in from Dead Man’s Finger above the crux 

and utilised a pre placed Rock 3 at 15 metres).  As described above; Martin Crocker and Christian 

Harvey, 16
th
 April 2001. (5) 

 

Arthur’s Retreat | E2 5b | 100 feet | P in the Topos 

Quite sustained, but at least the protection is good.  Start 30 feet to the right below a curving 

overhang.  Climb up left of this via layaways, move up and right to a roof.  Finish direct. 

First Ascent; Steve Aplin and Alan Hill, 21
st
 – 28

th
 August 1985. (1) 
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An Outbreak of Common Sense | E5 6a | 12 metres | Q in the Topos 

The short but steep and pumpy arête near the right hand end of the main face.  Care is required with 

the rock.  Climb a flaky groove in the arête before pulling up and left onto footholds on the arête (cam 

in undercut).  Swing right and power up the right hand side of the arête (hidden, good small wire 

placement) to pull out on jugs. 

First Ascent; Martin Crocker and Christian Harvey, 16
th
 April 2001. (5) 

 

Slip of the Tongue | HS 4b | 40 feet | R in the Topos 

Climb the short corner 20 feet right of Arthur’s Retreat. 

First Ascent; C. Harvey, T. Harvey and A. Franklin, 11
th
 April 1992. (6) 

 

Asylum | VS 4b | 60 feet | S in the Topos 

Half way down the descent, a ledge leads left towards the coupee.  Scramble along this to an obvious 

corner.  Climb this.  The ledge leading left towards the coupee has fallen down.  The route is now best 

approached from the bottom of Main Wall. 

First Ascent; Alan Hill and Richard Geering, 11
th
 January 1987. (1) 

 

PLEINMONT POINT – MAIN WALL – TOPOS 
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Final Approach/Descent; From the car park, walk down the field to join the cliff path.  Head east 

(left) along the cliff path until it starts heading back towards the road.  At this point, head south (right) 

off the cliff path and down the slope towards the narrow coupee.  Carefully cross the coupee onto the 

top of Main Wall.  On the southerly (right hand) side of the top of Main Wall, an easy slab heads down 

to the platform at the bottom.  Scramble down the slab and round the base of Main Wall to reach The 

Sphinx.  Note, the tide is up in the below picture. 
 

Tidal Access; A low tide is needed to access The Sphinx. 
 

 
 

Right of the Main Wall a low point of rock juts out towards the sea.  The side which faces the main cliff 

has some routes.  Routes are described from left to right. 
 

** | A1 Christian a.k.a. Alex’s A1 Route | E4 6a | 18 metres | A in the Topo 

Now free, and rather good. Start below the crack left of centre in the west wall.  Pull into a pod and 

then follow the strenuous crack with a long reach from an undercut to a jug.  Finish up the easier 

crack.  Take care to get the best gear (Friend 2.5 useful above top of pod). 

First Ascent; Alex Franklyn and Christian Harvey at A1, unknown date.  First Free Ascent; Martin 

Crocker (with Soloist), 17
th
 April 2001. (5) (6) 
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* | Vain in Pink | E5 6a | 18 metres | B in the Topo 

In the centre of the west wall is a bulging rib with a twisting pink vein.  A committing lead though a half 

decent (but hidden) small wire at 5 metres helps.  Start below a rightward slanting crack immediately 

left of Three out of Four.  Swing up left onto the rib and lock (or slap) for an obvious protruding pink 

hold on the left.  Stretch for a jug in the break and arrange (mediocre) gear.  Gain a hanging flake 

above the bulge and then foot-traverse the leftward rising break to easier ground. 

First Ascent; Martin Crocker (with Soloist after top rope practise), 17
th
 April 2001. (5) 

 

Three out of Four | HVS 5a | 65 feet | C in the Topo 

Start below the overhanging wall near the centre of the cliff where there is a rightward trending crack 

system.  Follow this. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Three out of Four, direct start | E2 5b | 25 feet | D in the Topo 

Start as for The Swarm but trend up and slightly left to the small overhangs on the normal route. 

First Ascent; A. Hill, R. Greening and P. Torode, 20
th
 September 1987. (2) 

 

The Swarm | HVS 5a | 65 feet | E in the Topo 

12 feet right of Three out of Four is a short crack.  Follow this, then up a short slab to the top. 

First Ascent; Alan Hill and Richard Greening, 11
th
 January 1987. (1) 

 

Jasper | HVS 5a | 55 feet | F in the Topo 

Follow the blunt arête between The Swarm and Trio starting boldly over a slight bulge. 

First Ascent; A. Hill and P.Torode, 20
th
 September 1987. (2) 

 

* | Trio | S | 55 feet | G in the Topo 

Quite good, hard to start.  Follow the crack 25 feet to the right past a ledge and overhang. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

PLEINMONT POINT – THE SPHINX – TOPO  
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Final Approach/Descent; From the car park, walk down the field to join the cliff path.  Head east 

(left) along the cliff path until it starts heading back towards the road.  At this point, head south (right) 

off the cliff path and down the slope towards the spur east of (opposite) Main Wall.  At the bottom of 

the slope is a rock platform.  From the platform’s seaward end, scramble down an easy gully/corner to 

reach the right hand side of Small Wall.  Note, the tide is up in the below picture. 
 

The cliff has a few good routes.  Tidal Access; Several Small Wall routes are dry at high water. 
 

 
 

Routes are described from right to left.  At the right hand end of the cliff is a deep groove (Easy 

Route). 
 

Dubious Ethics | HVS 5a | 35 feet | A in the Topos 

Some 30 feet to the right of the large groove of Easy Route is a corner with a wall to the right.  Climb 

the wall avoiding the escape ledge on the right. 

First Ascent; R. Geering and J. Geering, 20
th
 September 1987. (2) 

 

Massive Jugs | VD | 25 feet | B in the Topos 

The short face just right of the V groove (Easy Route). 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Easy Route | D | 35 feet | C in the Topos 

The V groove, exiting on the right. 

First Ascent; Les Littleford and Simon Mawer, Autumn 1972. (1) 
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Easy Wall | S | 35 feet | D in the Topos 

On the left hand side of the groove, several feet from the back, is a thin crack. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Monkey | D | 35 feet | E in the Topos 

The crack which diverges to the left. 

First Ascent; M. Dorey, J. Mowbray and D. Cogman, 14
th
 August 1986. (1) (6) 

 

Roundabout | S | 45 feet | F in the Topos 

Start near the foot of the crack below a groove.  Climb over a pink streak to a ledge at 15 feet.  Gain 

the sloping ledge above, finish just right of the arête. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Pink Worm | E1 5b | 30 feet | G in the Topos 

12 feet to the left is a chimney.  Start below this.  Climb the pink streak and arête to its right. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

The Chimney | S | 40 feet | H in the Topos 

The chimney. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

The Chimney Variation | E1 5a/b | 40 feet 

Climb the chimney without using the left hand wall at all. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (3) (4) 
 

Rib and Slab | HVS 5a | 45 feet | I in the Topos 

Climb the rib just left of The Chimney and move onto the slab with difficulty.  Finish up the crack. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Pure Genius | E2 5b/c | 50 feet | J in the Topos 

Climb the bulge left of Rib and Slab, finish direct. 

First Ascent; Paul Gaudion, James Panton, Steve Giles, unknown date. (3) (4) 
 

Crab Slab | HVS 4c | 45 feet | K in the Topos 

Climb the leftward slanting corner to the left for 6 feet.  Step right, using a good hold, onto the slab.  

Continue direct up the slab and finish up the obvious corner. 

First Ascent; C. Harvey and L. Harvey, 14
th
 December 1997. (6) 

 

Slippery Dick Fails to Make It | HVS 5a | 50 feet | L in the Topos 

The corner just to the right of Split Finger, very steep at the bottom. 

First Ascent; Alan Hill and Richard Greening, 11
th
 January 1987. (1) 

 

Split Finger | HS 4b | 50 feet | M in the Topos 

20 feet to the left is a rightward facing corner.  Climb this, finishing leftward. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

The left is an easy section, then an arête; 
 

Tremble | VS 4c | 45 feet | N in the Topos 

Start below the arête. Trend leftward over a broken rock to gain a slab with difficulty. 

First Ascent; M. Dorey, J. Mowbray and D. Cogman, 14
th
 August 1986. (1) (6) 

 

Hang Loose | HVS 5a | 40 feet | O in the Topos 

Start 20 feet to the left and up on a ledge.  From its right hand end, trend up and slightly right along 

cracks.  Strenuous. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
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Absolute Zero | HVS 5a | 40 feet | P in the Topos 

Start as for Hang Loose and follow the crack slightly left. 

First Ascent; Alan Hill and Richard Greening, 11
th
 January 1987. (1) 

 

To the left is a gully.  The following routes are down and left of this.  The first three give excellent 

juggy climbs after awkward starts. 
 

Juggernaut | S | 30 feet | Q in the Topos 

The crack 6 feet left of the edge. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Joie De Vivre | VS 4c | 35 feet | R in the Topos 

Start from the pointed boulder just to the left and climb up to a thin crack. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Juggins | VS 5a | 45 feet | S in the Topos 

From the next large boulder to the left, climb up through a bulge at 15 feet. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

* | Jugga Nought | HVS 5a | 65 feet | T in the Topos 

Start 8 feet to the left.  Climb the initial bulge, then continue direct to the top.  More sustained, though 

nowhere desperate. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

To the left are two huge boulders; 
 

Flake Out | S | 70 feet | U in the Topos 

Behind the boulders is a layback flake.  Climb this, move right to avoid bulges, then climb a step to 

the top. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 

 

PLEINMONT POINT – SMALL WALL – TOPOS 
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PLEINMONT POINT – ATLANTIC WALL 

       
 1 1 4 3 6 7 

      

Deep Water 
Solo 

8      N 
 

Final Approach/Descent; From the car park, walk down the field to join the cliff path.  Head east 

(left) along the cliff path past the descent for Apprentice Slab/Sugar Slab/Main Wall/The Sphinx/Small 

Wall.  After approximately 250 metres, head south (right) off the cliff path and down the slope towards 

an obvious curved track in the grass.  Follow this curved track in the grass down to the top of the gully 

that forms Atlantic Wall.  Scramble down the seaward side of the gully to reach a rock platform and 

Atlantic Wall.  Note, the tide is up in the below picture. 
 

A steep, solid crag with routes over three faces.  Tidal Access; Depending on the sea state, most 

routes can be climbed at high tide, however this will require an abseil and hanging belay for some of 

the routes. 
 

 
 

Routes are described anticlockwise (right to left) starting on the overhanging face which faces the 

larger cliff (Les Grandes Cotils). 
 

Python | HVS 5a | 40 feet | A in the Topos 

Start below the S-shaped rounded flake 5 feet left of a short juggy crack.  Climb the flake, trend up 

and slightly left to the top. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
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Windhover | E1 5b | 30 feet | B in the Topos 

A few feet to the left are a series of bulges.  Climb these to the final overhang, avoid this on the left. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Jamcrack | VS 5a | 25 feet | C in the Topos 

The overhanging crack, which cuts through pink streaks just to the left. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

The next routes are on the south facing wall, beyond a smooth corner; 
 

Crack ‘n’ Up | VS 4c | 30 feet | D in the Topos 

A few feet right of an obvious right-angled corner is a crack. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Atlantis | D | 30 feet | E in the Topos 

The corner itself. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Atlantic Arête | S 4b | 40 feet | F in the Topos 

The arête to the left. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Atlantic Wall | E1 5a | 40 feet | G in the Topos 

Just left of the arête a roof slopes rightward.  Turn this at its right hand end. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Flex | E1 5b | 45 feet | H in the Topos 

Start a few feet left of the left hand end of the rising overhang and climb the small bulge above. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Memory Lain | HVS 4c | 45 feet | I in the Topos 

6 feet to the left a rounded flake trends leftward.  Climb this to finish on good jugs. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Caught By The Fuzz | HVS 5b | 45 feet | J in the Topos 

To the left is a jagged undercut.  Climb the wall above via a good incut and jug, past a good runner 

crack. 

First Ascent; C. Harvey and M. Page, 30
th
 November 1996. (6) 

 

Hoodwink | E1 5a | 40 feet | K in the Topos 

To the left the wall has a jagged undercut.  10 feet left of the undercut is a rightward facing groove. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Down and to the left is a tiny hollowed out “cave”; 
 

The Grunt | E1 5b | 40 feet | L in the Topos 

Climb directly above the hole through a small roof. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

* | Exiles | S | 40 feet | M in the Topos 

Start as for The Grunt.  Trend up and left 10 feet then use a big flake to gain the wall above.  Well 

protected. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Lament | HVS 4c | 40 feet | N in the Topos 

The unprotected wall just left of Exiles. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
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Sprint Finish | HS 4b | 40 feet | O in the Topos 

Start just to the left.  Climb to a large ledge at 20 feet, then the wall above via cracks. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Harlot | S | 45 feet | P in the Topos 

Down and to the left is a short corner above a barnacled ledge.  Climb the corner and finish up the 

arête. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

The following routes are on the landward side of the gully that cuts in on the landward side of Atlantic 

Wall. When the tide is not fully out routes are best approached from the east. The last few routes are 

non-tidal. 
 

* | Acheron | E1 5c | 40 feet | Q in the Topos 

Near the left hand end of the gully is a right-angled leaning corner. 

First Ascent; A. Hill and G. Moss, 5
th
 March 1989. (6) 

 

Don’t Pay the Ferryman | E1 5b | 45 feet | R in the Topos 
20 feet to the right is a flake leading to a niche beneath an overhang, which is left with difficulty. 

First Ascent; A. Hill and G. Moss, 5
th
 March 1989. (6) 

 

Tonto | E1 5b | 50 feet | S in the Topos 

35 feet to the right is a crack in a shallow wide slot.  Climb this to the deep pod, exit this with difficulty. 

First Ascent; A. Hill and G. Moss, 5
th
 March 1989. (6) 

 

* | The Lone Ranger | HVS 5a | 55 feet | T in the Topos 

Start at the foot of Tonto.  Trend up and right to a crack, follow this leftward to join Tonto, then move 

up and right along a flake to finish. 

First Ascent; A. Hill and P. Torode, 5
th
 February 1989. (6) 

 

Damp Squib | VS 4c | 70 feet | U in the Topos 

Around the arête to the right is a leaning corner.  Traverse right 20 feet, then up to a slab.  Move 

around the edge below an overhang to a small stance and possible belay.  Climb a small overhang to 

follow a vegetated crack up the slab. 

First Ascent; A. Hill and P. Torode (alts), 5
th
 March 1989. (6) 

 

Times Past | VD | 40 feet | V in the Topos 
Start from the jammed boulder to the right.  Move left and up a corner through pink patches.  

Scramble off. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (6) 
 

The Future Now | VS 4b | 40 feet | W in the Topos 

Start as for Times Past, but climb directly up the slab. 

First Ascent; A. Hill and L. Broad, 7
th
 October 1989. (6) 

 

Clueless | S | 50 feet | X in the Topos 

Start as for the previous routes, move up and right to gain a crack and follow. 

First Ascent; A. Franklin, J. Sexton and C. Harvey, 21
st
 January 1990. (6) 

 

Time Square | HVS 5a | 85 feet | Y in the Topos 

50 feet right of the jammed boulder is an open corner with cracks, above an overhanging base.  

Follow the corner for 15 feet, move left 8 feet, then climb through pink patches to a short ‘open-book’ 

and bulge.  Avoid this on the right. 

First Ascent; A. Hill and A. Franklin, 18
th
 March 1989. (6) 

 

Forty-Second Street | HVS 5a | 40 feet | Z in the Topos 

At the back of the gully is a cave.  Start above the chockstone at its mouth.  Move onto the stepped 

slab, up a flake and over the overhang (avoidable). 

First Ascent; A. Hill & P. Torode, 5
th
 March 1989. (6) 

 



GUERNSEY | SOUTH COAST | PLEINMONT POINT  <<PAGE NUMBER>> 

GUERNSEY | SOUTH COAST | PLEINMONT POINT 

Forty-First Street | HS 4a | 40 feet | AA in the Topos 

Climb the previous route, stepping left to avoid the overhang at the top. 

First Ascent; C. Harvey (Solo), 30
th
 November 1996. (6) 

 

To the right are several easy ascents/descents.  A large boulder is jammed near the top of the gully.  

Three short routes are here; 
 

Ground Hog Day | VS 5a | 25 feet | BB in the Topos 

Start a few feet left of the boulder and climb the overhanging corner/arête above the ledge. 

First Ascent; C. Harvey (Solo), 30
th
 November 1996. (6) 

 

Time Bandits | VS 5a | 25 feet | CC in the Topos 

Climb directly above the boulder. 

First Ascent; J. Tucker, S. Bown and A. Hill, 1987. (6) 
 

Tardis | HS 4b | 25 feet | DD in the Topos 

The crack and corner just to the right. 

First Ascent; J. Tucker, G. Johnson, R. Stockwell and A. Hill, 5
th
 March 1989. (6) 

 

PLEINMONT POINT – ATLANTIC WALL – TOPOS  
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Final Approach/Descent; From the car park, walk down the field to join the cliff path.  Head east 

(left) along the cliff path past the descent for Apprentice Slab/Sugar Slab/Main Wall/The Sphinx/Small 

Wall.  After approximately 250 metres, head south (right) off the cliff path and down the slope towards 

an obvious curved track in the grass.  Follow this curved track in the grass down to the top of the gully 

that forms Atlantic Wall.  Scramble down the seaward side of the gully to reach a rock platform.  The 

large cliff to the south (left) is Les Grandes Cotils.  Note, the tide is up in the below picture. 
 

A big steep crag.  The upper non tidal section has strenuous juggy climbs with the lower tidal section 

rarely being climbed.  The rock is clean and good when it is not catching spray from the gully below.  

Tidal Access; The first three routes are non tidal with the lower section needing a big low tide to be 

climbed. 
 

 
 

Routes are described from left to right. 
 

Jupiter | VD | 40 feet | A in the Topos 

Start from the ledge at the landward side of the cliff.  Gain a ledge at 15 feet.  Climb the short wall to 

the left of a thin meandering crack. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
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Neptune | VD | 55 feet | B in the Topos 

Start on a small ledge down and to the right by pink blotches.  Trend slightly left up a groove to the 

skyline notch. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

* | Saturn | VD | 70 feet | C in the Topos 

Climb the juggy wall 12 feet to the right to pink layers visible near the skyline. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

For the next 20 feet the rock has several easy descents; 
 

Boogie | D | 50 feet | D in the Topos 

Start down and to the right below a smooth bulge.  Traverse right 15 feet along a smooth crack above 

a large scoop.  Climb a groove, then avoid the summit block on the left. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Free ‘n’ Easy | S | 60 feet | E in the Topos 

Start in the wave-sculpted scoop.  Climb a layback flake above the rock pool to finish up a crack near 

the left hand end of the final block. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Starless | HS 4b | 60 feet | F in the Topos 

Start from the ledge to the right.  Gain a ledge at 8 feet.  Climb the smooth slab then break through 

the bulge just right of the finish of Free ‘n’ Easy. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Jacuzzi Staircase | S | 75 feet | G in the Topos 

Start up and 20 feet to the right at the end of a ledge.  Climb the short wall then up an obvious groove. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

The next two routes start in a hollow down and to the right; 
 

Absolute Elsewhere | S | 100 feet | H in the Topos 

Start below a short steep corner.  Climb the corner then slightly right to finish up an obvious groove. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

La Rossa | HS 4c | 95 feet | I in the Topos 

Start on the barnacled slab to the right.  Climb the short bulge, then trend left wards, crossing 

Absolute Elsewhere to a faint yellow rib.  Climb this and the short pocketed wall above. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

The final three routes are around the wall to the right; 
 

Jezebel | VD | 50 feet | J in the Topos 

Climb the crack with cuts under the left hand end of the bulge and its continuation above. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

The Great Deceiver | VS 4c | 45 feet | K in the Topos 

10 feet to the right the bulge is split by two parallel cracks.  Climb these, finish leftward. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Umbra | HS 4c | 40 feet | L in the Topos 

Gain the nose 6 feet to the right, then continue more easily to the top. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Immediately east of Les Grandes Cotils is a large inlet divided by a narrow ridge.  On the left wall of 

the western gully is an easy escape route (D).  On the west facing wall of the dividing ridge are the 

following routes. 
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Unknown Name | VD | M in the Topos 

The slabby corner at the inland end of the inlet. 

First Ascent; A. Hill (Solo), 25
th
 March 1990. (6) 

 

Unknown Name | S | N in the Topos 

The prominent crack halfway along. 

First Ascent; A. Hill (Solo), 25
th
 March 1990. (6) 

 

Unknown Name | D | O in the Topos 

The seaward end of the ridge. 

First Ascent; A. Hill (Solo), 25
th
 March 1990. (6) 

 

On the western side of the inlet, above high water level, is a small wall. 
 

Unknown Name | D | P in the Topos 

The groove in the centre. 

First Ascent; L. Broad (Solo), 25
th
 March 1990. (6) 

 

PLEINMONT POINT – LES GRANDES COTILS – TOPOS  
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